Useful Expressions for talking about Teaching and Education

To describe students:

+





-

bright




challenging

motivated



unfocused

a delight



a handful

inquisitive



apathetic

hard-working



lazy

focused



restless 

easy




hard

fun




annoying

engaged



distracted

A school year or an academic year – September to June

A course – a word used primarily in college, synonymous with classes 

I’m taking two different History courses, American and European.

A class – can refer to the course or to the group of students

I’m teaching 5 classes this term.  My 1st period class is especially focused.

The freshman class is the biggest ever.

A semester – ½ of a school year – fall semester = Sept. – Dec., spring semester = Jan. – May

A term – a more general word used to describe the length of the class or course.

Are you taking any English courses next term?

A degree – what a student earns in college

My mom has a math degree, but she has always worked in business.

Different kinds of degrees:  

Associate’s degree:  a 2-year degree, usually earned from a community college or vocational school.   Also referred to as A.A. or A.S. (Associate’s of Arts, Associate’s of Science) I got an Associate’s Degree in Culinary Arts last spring.

Bachelor’s degree:  a 4-year degree which must be earned from a college or university. Also referred to as B.A. or B.S. (Bachelor’s of Arts, Bachelor’s of Science)

Major – primary area of specialization

I was a French major.

Minor – secondary area of specialization

My sister got a journalism minor.

Master’s degree:  2 years beyond the Bachelor’s degree.

A diploma – the degree that high school students receive

It’s practically impossible to get a good job in the US without a high school diploma.

Career – job or profession

Many parents find it hard to balance career and family life.

Michael Jordan had an amazing basketball career.  (the emphasis can be on duration)

Roles and Duties for school staff

Teachers

Educational Assistants – help the teacher in various ways, for example with special education students, administrative tasks, etc.  In kindergarten, there is usually a teacher and an educational assistant (E.A.) so that the student-teacher ratio will be low.

Principals – in charge of the school

Vice-Principals – part of the executive team, assigned to various duties, including discipline, attendance, physical plant.

Counselors – help students with mental health issues as well as scheduling

Social workers – help students and families in need

School nurse – students go to the nurse’s office when they are sick

Duty – supervising students on the grounds, in the cafeteria, before school, after school, etc.

Substitutes – replace teachers who are sick or attending trainings

